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Spring 08 Season. U12B Head Coach Note
It is time once more to pull the boots out of the closet and start getting ready for Spring soccer! In this coming outdoor season, tremendous challenges await us. 
After futsal training and indoor soccer games, starting the second weekend of March, we will be playing up one more time, competing in the Division I of the U13 District III league after having earned automatic promotion last season by winning all of our league games very forcefully (scoring 54 goals and only receiving 10 !!) and with great play:
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[Real Boise 3 3 0 0 54 10 a4 2
daho Rush swoosh 3 5 3 0 30 2 10 15
Vallivue 3 3 5 0 29 a3 14
[Mountain Home Tigers 3 3 5 0 2 36 15
[McCall Avalance 3 0 3 0 4 39 35





This high level play was also displayed in the Las Vegas Mayor’s Cup last October, where we achieved our first victory ever on Nevada soil and were close to achieving the semifinal round. 
One of our goals will be to compete out of state in a tournament (TBD) right before State Cup . This is to get ready for State Cup (U13) on May 24-26 in Coeur d’Alene. Finally we will culminate our season participating in the US Club Regionals (U12) event in Boise during the first week of July.
 I have no doubt that we are equipped to confront the challenges of playing older, stronger, skillful teams in our regular season and State Cup. We have both very talented players and a sound, calculated training program that, among other important aspects, (1) persists on training the principles of soccer through small sided games,  (2) always attends to the repetitive but fruitful work of technical training, and (3) inculcates the necessity for a suitable strength program. In addition, we all need, more than ever, to pull together our forces in the tough moments such as when we play the top U13 teams in the state. Along with the coaching staff, you parents can become mental trainers to lift and encourage our magnificent players, whether before the game at the kitchen table or after a match in the car on your way home. Paraphrasing the words of William Ward, adversity causes some people to break, but it will make us eventually break records.  
This is the challenging season that we were waiting for.  These are the challenges we all designed together to make our team ready to compete in 2009 for our first State Championship in our age bracket and to demonstrate how the game can be played cleanly, beautifully, effectively and passionately.
As I said last fall, as we grow as a team, players must continue to be truly committed to training together with a collective sense of “team”. Our training philosophy is to emphasize creativity, improvisation, and as I mentioned earlier, technique, dynamic play, and methodology to improve flexibility, speed, and agility. Last season we started introducing jumping and landing exercises in addition to the ongoing running and cutting technique exercises and executing the strength program, to which players must be committed to following through at home if they truly desire to reach maximum potential among this collectivity.
To be an exciting player working overtime is a must. I need you to continue helping me in re- emphasizing and ensuring that players understand why we do the things we do, why watching their monthly game is adding to their understanding , why doing their speed work will pay dividends and why the work and sacrifice translates not only to soccer but to their lives.
In closing, I know game day is always a fun event we all look forward to throughout the week.     It is where our young athletes let loose their creativity and their abilities. It is the day they weave a complex spider web of passes with a purpose.  It is the time to perform moves of elegant execution, to create pathways through seemingly impenetrable spaces, and it is the moment to fulminate the best defended goals with laser guided shots.  Our players will leave an imprinted mark in the eyes of spectators and opponents, letting them know that with appropriate skills, individual decision making, and collective sacrifice the whole experience acquires a different dimension. I look forward to working hand in hand with the kids. Hasta pronto! 
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